
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME?  GETTING MARRIED?   PLANNING RETIREMENT? 

If so, you should consider having a will prepared or updating the one you already have.  Preparation of wills, living wills and 
trusts are covered in full under the Group Legal Plan if you use an attorney participating in the Hyatt Legal Plans network. 

 
This document is intended to provide you with general information.  This document is not intended to provide, and should not be relied upon for, 

 legal advice.  If you require legal advice, please consult with your own attorney. 

Benefits of a Will 
In general, anyone who meets minimum age requirements can (and should) create a will.  A will ensures that your property will be 
distributed and your family will be cared for exactly as you wish. 
 
Having a will makes it more likely that a larger portion of your property will go to those you designate, rather than court fees and other 
expenses. A well-drafted will can also reduce the amount of taxes your family pays and decrease the expense of probating your 
estate. 
 
A will is especially important for parents of young children. Without it, the court will appoint a guardian for your children. Even if the 
guardian is your spouse, the court may insist on approving every major expenditure from the children’s funds. In some cases, your 
spouse may even be required to post a performance bond with the court. 
 
In the unfortunate event you and your spouse die simultaneously, the court may appoint a guardian you may not have selected—
perhaps an unfamiliar relative or one in a distant city, away from home and friends. 
 
A will can prevent many undesirable circumstances for your family during the settlement of your estate. If you do not have a will, you 
should see your attorney to have one prepared. If you already have one, it may be time to update it.  Through your legal plan, the 
preparation of wills and codicils (which are amendments or supplements to wills) by network attorneys is available at no cost to the 
enrolled employee and, in most cases, his or her spouse. 
 

Case Study 
A 55-year-old man passed away without a will, leaving his wife and two grown children to settle his estate. The state in which the 
family lived decided how the property was to be distributed. The wife and children each received a share, but the man’s home had to 
be sold to cover the children’s portion. The wife was forced to move into an apartment, and the husband’s estate was reduced by 
thousands of dollars in taxes, fees and other expenses. 
 
If the man had obtained a will, most of his estate could have been given to his survivors, and most likely, the house would not have 
been sold. 
 

Easy to Use 
Eligible members of the group legal plan may simply call Hyatt Legal Plans toll free at 800-821-6400 or visit the web site at 
www.legalplans.com. Employees who wish to enroll may do so during annual benefits enrollment from [DATE] to [DATE]. We 
encourage you to take advantage of this important benefit. 

A Will is Essential to Carrying out Your Final Wishes

The laws that distribute the property of a 
person who dies without a will vary from state 
to state, but one fact remains constant—
without a will, state laws direct how your 
property is divided, and a court decides who 
becomes the guardian of your children.  If you 
have a spouse or children, a will can help 
protect them. If you have a will, but your 
income or property has changed over the 
years, it should be updated.   
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MAKING A DIFFICULT DECISION 

EASIER FOR YOUR FAMILY 
As technology and medical advances extend the 
average American’s life span, it is important that 
you document your wishes for end-of-life medical 
treatment. Making your wishes known to 
physicians and family will spare them the burden 
of making a complicated decision during a difficult 
time. 

Advance Directives 
Advance directives are legal documents that describe the type 
of medical treatment you want when you are unable to make 
decisions or communicate your wishes. Living wills and 
durable powers of attorney are two types of advance directives 
that specify the type of treatment you want in various situations.

 
• Living Will 

A living will takes effect when you are 
terminally ill and unable to express your 
wishes about your care. It documents the type 
of treatment you want, but it does not let you 
designate someone to make decisions for you.  
 

• Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care  
A durable power of attorney for health care 
identifies the person you wish to make health 
care decisions for you. It becomes active any 
time you are unconscious or unable to make 
medical decisions.    

 
Changing Your Advance Directive 
You may change or cancel your advance directive at any time, 
as long as you are considered of sound mind to do so. Your 
changes must be made and executed according to the laws in 
your state. Make sure your doctor and any family members who 
knew about your directives are also aware of any changes. 
 
Living wills and durable powers of attorney can guide your 
loved ones and doctors if you are unable to make decisions 
about your medical care. Even if you are in good health, you 
should consider writing an advance directive. Accidents and 
serious illnesses can happen suddenly. If you have a signed 
advance directive, your wishes are more likely to be followed. 

Legal Assistance is 
Available 
Laws about advance directives, 
living wills and health care powers 
of attorney differ by state. That is 
why it is important to consult your 
attorney, who can help you prepare 
these documents. When choosing 
your benefit options, be sure to 
consider the Group Legal Plan.* 
Preparation of wills and living wills 
is covered in full under the Legal 
Plan. For more information, call the 
Hyatt Legal Plans Client Service 
Center at 800-821-6400 or visit the 
web site at www.legalplans.com. 
 
This document is intended to provide you with 
general information.  This document is not 
intended to provide, and should not be relied 
upon for, legal advice.  If you require legal 
advice, please consult with your own attorney. 
 
© 2010 Hyatt Legal Plans. *Group legal plans 
provided by Hyatt Legal Plans, Inc., Cleveland, 
Ohio. In certain states, group legal plans 
provided through insurance coverage 
underwritten by Metropolitan Property and 
Casualty Insurance Company and Affiliates, 
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Identity Theft 
A new buzzword, but not a new problem 

Identity theft has gained increased media attention 
over the past few years, and the latest studies 
suggest that 8.1 million Americans are victims of 
identity theft annually.1 Although it is a topic of 
growing national concern, there are steps you can 
take to prevent becoming a victim. 

Preventive Measures 
Awareness and prevention are the best ways to avoid the consequences of identity 
theft. To prevent credit card theft, you should routinely monitor your bills, ensure your 
credit cards are not out of your sight too long (for example, at a restaurant or 
department store), and report the theft of a card, or receipt of an inappropriate bill, as 
soon as possible. Other ways to protect yourself include safeguarding your personal 
information. For example: 

• Create passwords for your credit, bank and phone accounts. 

• When creating your password do not use the obvious, such as your address, 
birth date, Social Security Number, or a portion of your first, middle or last 
name. Change your passwords every 90 days. 

• When providing personal information over the phone, including your Social 
Security Number, credit card numbers or address, ensure you are 
communicating with a reputable and trusted source and ask how it will be 
used. 

• Limit the number of credit cards you carry. 

• Leave your Social Security card in a safe place at home. 

• After paying your bills, shred them so “dumpster divers” cannot use your 
account numbers. 

• Follow up with creditors if your bills do not arrive on time. 

• Regularly check your credit report for unauthorized activity. New legislation 
permits consumers to obtain one free credit report per year from each of the 
three major credit bureaus. Visit www.annualcreditreport.com or call 877–322–
8228 toll free for more information. 

• Make copies, front and back, of important information in your wallet (such as 
credit cards and your driver’s license) and keep the copies in a secure location. 

• If you think you are a victim of identity theft, visit the FTC web site at 
www.consumer.gov/idtheft and contact your attorney to determine what actions 
you should take. 

What is Identity Theft? 
Identity thieves may use your personal information to open unauthorized 
credit cards or loans, establish phone or other utility service, open bank 
accounts, create counterfeit checks or obtain employment.  Financial loss 
and credit damage are the most devastating effects of identity theft. In 
2007, out-of-pocket expenses incurred by consumers due to identity fraud 
averaged $691, an increase of 25% over 2006.2  

Let The Legal Plan 
Help You! 

The legal plan can help 
protect you. You can 
receive consultation from 
attorneys on preventing 
identity theft and receive 
representation in the event 
it actually occurs. 
 
Your exclusive enrollment 
opportunity for this new 
benefit ends [DATE]. Enroll 
and let the Group Legal 
Plan protect your rights. 
 
1 “2008 Identity Fraud Survey  
Report,” Javelin Strategy and 
Research, February 2008.  2 Ibid. 
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What is a…? Why should I have one? 

Will A written document which leaves your 
property to those beneficiaries designated in 
the will. 

Without one, the courts will decide how your 
estate is distributed based on state law, not you. It 
is more expensive not to have a Will. 

Living Trust A legal entity created through which one 
person, called a trustee, holds legal title to 
property for another person, called a 
beneficiary. 

A Trust can minimize estate taxes, avoid probate, 
shield assets from potential creditors, and 
designate assets for children and grandchildren. 

Living Will Also called an “advanced directive,” it is a 
document authorized by statutes in all states. 
A person appoints someone as his/her proxy 
or representative to make decisions on 
maintaining extraordinary life-support if the 
person becomes incapacitated so that he or 
she cannot communicate his or her wishes. 

A Living Will ensures your wishes are carried out, 
and protects your loved ones from making these 
very difficult and personal decisions by 
themselves. 

Power of Attorney A written document that grants an individual 
the power to act on the grantor’s behalf. 

A power of attorney allows you to plan ahead by 
designating someone you know and trust to act on 
your behalf in the event of unexpected 
occurrences or if you become incapacitated. 

Estate Planning 101
What is Estate Planning? 
Estate Planning is a general term that refers to the process of accumulating and disposing 
of assets in order to meet the goals of the estate owner so that his or her assets reach the 
intended beneficiaries, with little or no negative financial consequences. There are many 
common goals that most people consider when planning their estate. They include: 
 

• Leaving the greatest amount of the estate to intended beneficiaries                         
• Leaving specific items such as jewelry, furniture or art to specific people 
• Designating guardians or establishing trusts for minor children 
• Planning for incapacity 
• Paying the least amount of taxes 
• Avoiding or minimizing the probate process 

 
Is Estate Planning Right for Me? 
The simple answer is yes. If you have assets you wish to leave behind for your loved 
ones, want to ensure your wishes relating to your healthcare and treatment are met, or 
have minor children, you should consider creating an estate plan. Most people fall into at 
least one of these categories. 
 
It’s never too early to prepare an estate plan. Having one will provide the peace of mind 
that comes from knowing your wishes will be carried out as you intended and you will 
receive the health-related treatment you want if you are unable to communicate those 
decisions. 
 Can my Group Legal Plan Help? 
Estate Planning can be a complicated process. Important decisions need to be made  
and you should consult with an attorney who can explain your options and recommend  
a course of action for your specific situation.  
 
When choosing your benefit options, be sure to consider the help a Group Legal Plan offers. 
Hyatt Legal Plans has a network of over 11,000 attorneys ready to assist you with your 
estate planning needs. Your attorney’s fees for the preparation of Wills, Trusts, Living Wills, 
and Powers of Attorney are fully covered under the Legal Plan if you use an attorney 
participating in the Hyatt Legal Plans network. For more information, call the Hyatt Legal 
Plans’ Client Service Center at 800-821-6400 or log onto www.legalplans.com.  



 
 

 

 

Case Study 
Mike and Mary saved for years to buy their 
dream home.  At last, they thought they had 
found it. It had everything they wanted: a 
yard with room for a garden, plenty of 
bedrooms for their growing family and even 
a “hobby” room for their model railroad. 
 
Unfortunately, the house also came with a 
number of things Mike and Mary did not 
want or expect. The roof needed $3,000 in 
repairs, construction for a fast-food 
restaurant was planned in the open field 
across the street, and the former owners left 
a $400 utility bill unpaid. 
 
Sadly, thousands of families run into 
problems just like these every day. But you 
can avoid some of the pitfalls of purchasing 
a new home by following these simple 
guidelines: 
 
• Consult with a lawyer before 

signing the purchase agreement 
or sales contract. Although a 
purchase agreement or sales contract 
may seem simple, you may give up 
valuable legal rights when you sign it. The 
fine print may include certain unfavorable 
financing arrangements that you may not 
fully understand without the assistance of 
an attorney. It may also hinder your ability 
to cancel the contract/agreement if the 
seller does not live up to his or her end of 
the bargain. 

 
• Insist on a mechanical and 

structural inspection by a 
professional. The contract/agreement 
should specify that if the inspection shows 
a major flaw, the seller will fix it or the 
buyer will have the right to cancel the 
contract and receive a refund of the 
deposit. A good inspection should include 
the basement, plumbing, hot-water heater, 
electrical system, heating and cooling 
systems and foundation. Some states 
require a termite inspection. Even if your 
state does not, it is a good idea to insist 
on one. 

 
 

• Put in writing all essential 
information and promises 
made by the real estate agent.
Do not accept a real estate agent’s 
oral assurance about anything, such 
as information on schools or a 
statement that there are no plans to 
locate a freeway in your neighborhood. 
If a statement is not in writing, it is 
more difficult to collect reimbursement 
for the losses caused by an agent’s 
misleading remarks. 

 
• Have your lawyer check the 

zoning laws in your new area. 
Do not assume that your neighborhood 
is zoned strictly for residential use. A 
lawyer familiar with local zoning laws 
can research the law and prevent you 
from making a costly or regrettable 
mistake. 

 
• Have a lawyer or professional 

firm perform a title search.  
The deed is the legal document that 
officially transfers the property from the 
seller to you. But a deed may not tell 
the full story. There may be a legal 
dispute over the ownership, a property 
line or even a lien on the property. A 
title search and title insurance can 
guarantee that you will face no 
unpleasant surprises. A lawyer will 
advise. 

 
• Make sure the deed is 

completed correctly. Even if you 
are contemplating a simple property 
transfer, you should consult an 
attorney about the wording of the 
deed. You will need to decide the type 
of ownership that is being transferred, 
which may affect your ability to sell the 
property at a later date.  The deed can 
also determine what happens to the 
property in the event you or your 
spouse die. 

 
• List any repairs or alterations 

that the seller needs to make 
before the sale is final. Attach 
this list to your contract/agreement. 
Before the final closing, make sure all 
repairs have been made to your 
satisfaction. Also, make sure that the 
contract specifies that the seller is 
responsible for any unpaid property 
taxes or utility bills. 

 
 
 

Your New Home!

Homeownership is part of the 
American dream. With the help of 
an attorney to guide you through 
the process, you can make the 
dream a reality. 

Purchasing a home is one of the 
most important and expensive 
decisions of your life. Retaining 
an attorney to look after your best 
interests will help you avoid 
unexpected and costly pitfalls. 
 
When choosing your benefit 
options, be sure to consider the 
group legal plan. When you 
enroll, a plan attorney’s services 
for your real estate transaction 
are covered in full. You pay 
nothing beyond your monthly 
premium. For more information, 
visit www.legalplans.com or call 
Hyatt Legal Plans at 800-821-
6400 from 8 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
Eastern Time Monday – Friday.  
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Learn how the Group 
Legal Plan can help you 
with one of the largest and 
most important financial 
transactions of your life. 

 Smart. Simple. Affordable.



 

Case Studies 
• Jeff Smith has two 
young children. His wife, 
Ellen, recently lost her job 
as a teacher’s aide. 
Without Ellen’s income, 
they are having trouble 
making ends meet. Jeff 
and Ellen are several 
months behind on their 
payments to a local 
appliance store, which has 
turned their bill over to a 
collection agency. The 
agency made harassing 
telephone calls to Jeff’s 
supervisor, the Smiths’ 
neighbors and the school 
where Ellen worked. In 
each of these calls, the 
agency indicated that Jeff 
and Ellen have a past-due 
bill. The agency also called 
them late at night several 
times concerning the bill. 

What to Do When 
the Creditor KnocksCredit and Debt 

Matters Are 
Covered Under 
the Group Legal 
Plan 
When choosing your 
flexible benefit options, 
be sure to consider the 
legal plan. For just 
pennies a day, it’s like 
having a lawyer on 
retainer to assist you 
with debt problems 
and other vital legal 
matters. Take 
advantage of this 
important benefit 
during the benefits 
open enrollment from 
[start date] to [end 
date].  Call Hyatt 
Legal Plans at  
800-821-6400 or visit 
www.legalplans.com 
for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Group legal plans provided by 
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Casualty Insurance Company 
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• Bill Brown is working on 
the construction of a 
commercial building during 
the summer and expects 
to continue working 
through the fall until the 
building is completed. On 
payday, the foreman tells 
him that his wages have 
been garnished and that 
he will not receive a 
paycheck. The foreman 
also tells Bill that he will be 
fired unless the problems 
with the creditor are 
cleared up. 
 

What can these people 
do? The worst thing would 
be to ignore the situation 
and hope it will go away. 
Delay will only make their 
problems worse and may 
lead to repossession of their 
cars, foreclosure on their 
home, bankruptcy and 
damage to their credit 
score. 
 
Fortunately, the Smiths and 
Bill Brown have options. An 
attorney can explain these 
options and advise them on 
the best course of action. 
For example, Jeff and Ellen 
Smith have a variety of 
rights and protections under 
the law. First, an attorney 
can stop the collection 
agency from making 
harassing calls to the 
Smiths’ employers and 
neighbors. The Fair Debt 
Collection Practices Act 
makes it illegal for collection 
agencies to call people late 
at night, early in the 
morning or to constantly 
ring the telephone at any 
time. Most importantly, once 
the Smiths have an 
attorney, he or she will 
contact the collection 
agency. After this point, the 
agency may communicate 
only with the Smiths’ 
attorney—not their friends, 
neighbors or employers.

Bill Brown has some idea what 
garnishment is but is not sure of 
his rights. Like the Smiths, Bill 
Brown has many legal rights and 
protections. His attorney will 
explain that garnishment refers 
to a court proceeding in which a 
portion of a worker’s wages are 
set aside to pay a creditor for a 
debt owed by the worker after a 
court ruling. The attorney will 
determine if the creditor took all 
the required steps in court to 
obtain the garnishment. If the 
proper procedures were not 
followed, the attorney may be 
able to have it lifted. Additionally, 
most states will not allow 
garnishment of an entire 
paycheck and require that a 
portion of the wages remain so 
the individual may support 
himself. Therefore, even if the 
garnishment is valid, the attorney 
may be able to reduce the 
amount deducted from Mr. 
Brown’s check. Finally, many 
states have laws which protect a 
worker from being fired solely 
because his wages have been 
garnished. Mr. Brown’s attorney 
can advise him as to the laws in 
his state. 
 
Like many Americans, the 
Smiths and Bill Brown did not 
know what to do when the bill 
collectors came knocking at their 
doors. Fortunately, there are 
laws that protect consumers and 
people in debt. With an 
attorney’s help, they can find a 
solution to their credit problems. 

Debt problems are not 
uncommon.  It is important to 
remember that debt problems 
are legal matters and a lawyer 
can provide assistance 
working with creditors. 
People often feel ashamed, 
helpless and frustrated when 
debts pile up and collectors 
begin calling. The following 
case studies will show that 
you have rights and options 
which an attorney can help 
you understand.



 

• Keep Good Records. Keep records, contracts and all other important documents in a safe place. You 
should save all your warranties, deeds, insurance policies, tax returns, bank statements and loan papers. 
Pay all your bills by check or money order and save the cancelled checks or receipts as proof of payment in 
case there is a dispute. If you must pay by cash, be certain to obtain a receipt. 

• Make No Admissions. Most likely, you won’t be sitting in your lawyer’s office when you realize that you 
need legal help. You may be watching a tow truck move your wrecked car or facing a police sergeant across 
a desk. In these situations, make no admissions. Statements that you make to police or others can later be 
used against you in court. If the police are questioning you as a suspect in a crime, ask to speak to a lawyer. 
The police must then stop their questions and allow you to contact an attorney. Do not accept responsibility 
for an accident or a crime even if you feel you are responsible. The decision to pay for damages or plead 
guilty to a crime should be made only after discussing it thoroughly with an attorney.  

• Act Promptly. If you receive notice that you are being sued or charged with a crime, contact a lawyer 
immediately. Prompt action is crucial to your case because there are important deadlines that must be met. If 
you miss these deadlines, you may forfeit important legal rights. If you receive a summons to appear in 
court, do not wait until the day before your appearance to contact a lawyer. Your attorney will not have 
enough time to prepare your case, and there is no guarantee that the judge will postpone the case at your 
request. It is equally important to act promptly if you believe you have grounds for a lawsuit. Most lawsuits 
have time limits, called Statutes of Limitations. If you miss the Statute of Limitations for your legal action, you 
lose your right to sue. As soon as you have been harmed in a way that you think may be grounds for a suit, 
contact a lawyer. 

• Be Open and Honest with Your Attorney. When you consult a lawyer, he or she will rely on you for 
a full, unbiased, truthful statement of the facts of your case. Do not omit details because you feel they may 
put you in a bad light. Your lawyer can help you only if you disclose all the facts. Complete disclosure is 
essential to your case and includes providing all the documents or physical evidence relevant to your case. 

• Cooperate in Preparing Your Case. The best way to help your lawyer while waiting for your day in 
court is by keeping your appointments and following his or her instructions. Do not discuss your case with 
anyone, even friends and neighbors, without your lawyer’s approval. Instruct your family to refrain from 
discussing the case as well. Do not sign any forms, statements or releases without consulting your lawyer. 
Promptly forward copies of all correspondence, bills or legal documents you receive regarding your case to 
your lawyer. Above all, do not attempt to negotiate a settlement without your lawyer. This could lead to an 
undesirable result. 

• Respect the Court. Although many legal problems do not require a court appearance for resolution, you 
may find yourself before a judge or jury. The impression you make will affect your credibility. You should 
dress appropriately. Jeans, t-shirts, revealing clothing and flashy jewelry are likely to leave a poor impression 
and should be avoided. Show respect for the court by dressing as if you were going to an important business 
meeting. 

While you are in front of the judge or jury, do not argue with or interrupt your lawyer. Instead, keep notes of 
things you wish to bring to your lawyer’s attention. Your lawyer will confer with you during the course of the 
trial and you can use your notes at those times. Act politely and with dignity during the proceedings. 
Exaggerated expressions of disbelief or loud wisecracks will serve only to identify you as a person with poor 
manners who does not understand the serious nature of court proceedings. A calm, credible and sincere 
appearance on your behalf will be a great help to your lawyer. Be sure to address the judge as “Your Honor.”  
The keys to acting as your lawyer’s ally are preparation, discretion and communication. Although there are 
no guarantees, you can increase the odds of obtaining a favorable outcome when you work together with 
your lawyer.  

Helping Your Lawyer 
Help You 
Sometime during your life, you will probably need a lawyer. A study by the 
American Bar Association discovered that more than 70 percent of U.S. 
households encounter a situation in a year that might have led them to hire a 
lawyer.1 For many people, a visit to a lawyer’s office is a little intimidating, but this 
does not have to be the case. Your lawyer should be your ally, a skilled 
professional who will help you enforce your rights under our laws.  As the term 
“ally” implies, your lawyer does not work alone. Any actions you take on your own 
can either help or hinder your lawyer. Here are some of the ways you can help 
your lawyer help you. 

Consider Enrolling 
in the Legal Plan 

 
While all of this information is 
helpful, it assumes you have 
an attorney and know how to 
access the legal system. If 
you do not have an attorney, 
consider enrolling in the Legal 
Plan. It covers the most 
common personal legal 
matters at an affordable rate. 
 
Your participation allows you, 
and in most cases your 
family, to receive help 
through a national network of 
11,000 pre-qualified 
attorneys. Please consider 
this benefit during your next 
open enrollment period. 
Simply ask your human 
resource representative for 
more information on how to 
enroll. 
 
If you have questions 
concerning coverage or use 
of the legal plan, call the 
Hyatt Legal Plans Client 
Service Center at (800) 821 - 
6400  between 8 am – 7 pm 
Eastern Time Monday 
through Friday, or visit 
www.legalplans.com. 
 
 
Group legal plans provided by Hyatt 
Legal Plans, Inc., Cleveland, Ohio. In 
certain states, group legal plans 
provided through insurance coverage 
underwritten by Metropolitan Property 
and Casualty Insurance Company and 
Affiliates, Warwick, RI.   

1 ”Public Perceptions of Lawyers: Consumer Research Findings,” Prepared on Behalf of Section of Litigation, American Bar Association, April 2002.  
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PROTECTING YOUR ASSETS 
              With Trust Preparation 

Trusts are designed to manage your valuable assets 
during and after your life. A trust can be created as part of 
a will or as a separate document known as a Living Trust. 
Generally, three separate parties are involved in the 
creation of a trust: the Trustor who owns the assets going 
into the Trust, the Beneficiary who receives the benefit of 
the Trust and the Trustee who is in charge of administering 
the Trust. The Trustee is responsible for managing these 
assets according to the terms of the trust and in the best 
interest of the party who will eventually receive the assets. 

Two Types of Trusts 
Trusts are grouped into two separate categories – testamentary trusts and living trusts.  Both types of trusts essentially 
serve the same function but different timetables. 

Testamentary Trust  
A testamentary trust is part of a will. It transfers 
property to the beneficiary after the death of a 
trustor who wrote the will. Since the testamentary 
trust is part of a will, it may have to go through 
probate. This may be a lengthy and costly process, 
which takes place before the terms of the trust can 
be implemented.  

Living Trust  
A living trust is often used to avoid the probate process. 
The living trust takes effect during the life of the trustor. 
Most living trusts are revocable, meaning the trust can 
be changed or revoked anytime during the creator’s 
life. Some living trusts are irrevocable and a lawyer 
needs to advise on which is the best under the 
circumstances.  

Is a Trust Right for Me? 
A common misconception is that trusts are created only for the wealthy. The truth is that trusts are for anyone who 
wishes to distribute his or her property during or after their lifetime. Trusts are essential for parents with young children. 
The parents should establish a trust in the event that they die before the children are old enough to take care of their own 
affairs. This is often done in a will with a support trust that names a trustee who will handle the assets for the benefit of 
the children and a guardian who will raise them. 

We Have the Help you Need 
Trusts can be complex documents, so make sure you consult with an attorney who can guide you through this process. 
Please be sure to consider the group legal plan* during your open enrollment period. The attorneys in the Hyatt Legal 
Plans network have considerable experience when it comes to trust preparation. For more information, call the Hyatt Legal 
Plans Client Service Center at 800-821-6400 or visit the web site at www.legalplans.com. 
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relied upon for, legal advice.  If you require legal advice, please consult with your own attorney.  
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